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Ministers and negotiations. He, however, then turned to Sir G. Elliot. He desired some people who were in the room to withdraw, and said he was sorry to find by Lord Hood's letter that he continued unexplicit and diffident of him! In affairs of this kind it is necessary to be open and candid. " I wrote long ago to the King and to his Ministers; I have also repeatedly written to Lord Hood that I and my people wished to be free, either as subjects of Great Britain, which I know does not want slaves, or free under the protection of Great Britain, as the King and the country may hereafter think most convenient to adopt; having said this, I can say no more. Why, therefore, does his Lordship tease me with more negotiations? That man has already injured me sufficiently with promises of succour which he has always withheld. If it is meant to include mes compatriotes in any arrangement which may hereafter be made with the Bourbons, I can have no hand in it. I shall retire. All I wish is to see, before I die, my country settled and happy after various struggles during these 300 years past. I think my countrymen will enjoy a proper degree of liberty under the protection or government of the British nation. I have told them so, and they have that confidence in me that they believe me and wish to make the experiment!" The General seemed much affected; the tears came into his eyes whilst he spoke.
Sir Gilbert never attempted to interrupt him, though some of the General's expressions with regard to Lord Hood were not the most polite. When he had finished he calmly told him he had misconceived Lord Hood's letter, that no advantage was meant to be taken of the General or his countrymen. The object of his mission was to know if any method could be taken, by assembling the states or otherwise, of getting the public assent of the Island to what the General said was their wish. The General said, " How can this be done at present? The enemy must first be expelled. It is then my intention to call the states together. In the meantime I know what is their wish and can answer for them." After a little more conversation